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They then came back to work with the children in Lower and Upper 2. The focus of their visit this time was their 

‘Speak out, Stay Safe’ campaign.  

Further information can be found at https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/speak-out-stay-safe 

  

    
 

County Lines is a term used to describe where criminal gangs set up a drug dealing operation in a place outside 

their usual operating area. Gangs may move the drug dealing from big cities to smaller towns, bringing with it 

serious criminal behaviour. Gangs may recruit and use children (including those of primary school age) and young 

people to move drugs and money for them. Children may be recruited using social media or face to face. The 

operation is run as a business with highly effective planning and organisation. Essex differs significantly from 

other areas, with County Lines being financially motivated (in other areas territory and power is of equal 

precedence). There are two key models in Essex – using urban young people to transport drugs from London to 

a new territory and developing a local network from within the county from which to run the business. It is 

known that children and young people from families with no previous criminal record have been targeted as 

they fall ‘under the radar’ of the police and also the age that children are being targeted is getting younger. 

Essex Children’s Safeguarding Board (ESCB) have a very useful website with information and guidance on a wide 

range of safeguarding subjects. They have also launched the ‘Parents, Did You Know?’ campaign that includes 

events around the county. Visit: www.escb.co.uk/working-with-children/child-exploitation/parents-did-you-

know/? 

There is also a useful leaflet at:  www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-is-county-lines 

 

 

‘Speak out, Stay Safe’ 

Jessie & Friends is an animated 3 episode series 

which aims to give parents assistance in beginning 

to  equip young children with the knowledge, skills 

and confidence they need to help them to stay 

safe online. 

The videos follow the adventures of Jessie, Tia and Mo and topics 

covered are watching videos, sharing pictures and playing games. 

Additional information for parents about the Jessie & Friends resources 

can be found at www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends 

The website – www.thinkuknow.co.uk has lots of great information and 

guidance with separate (age appropriate) sections for child and young 

people, parents and professionals. 

As you will already be aware, the NSPCC came into the school recently 

to present two assemblies – one for infants and one for juniors. 

You may well have heard the term ‘County Lines’ in the news over the past few 

months. This is a real and growing form of criminal activity that exists both 

nationally and regionally throughout Essex. 

https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/services/speak-out-stay-safe
http://www.childrenssociety.org.uk/what-is-county-lines
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/jessie-and-friends
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Anti-Bullying at UPS 

In this section of the Newsletter we aim to give parents information on the strategies that the school uses to 

prevent bullying from occurring and how we deal with incidents of bullying when they do occur. 

The school’s Anti-Bullying and Anti-Discrimination Policy states: ‘Bullying of any form will not be tolerated in the 

school. It is recognised that bullying and discrimination has a seriously adverse effect on the social and emotional 

wellbeing of individuals and can cause psychological damage and affect their educational achievements’. The 

policy defines bullying as ‘the wilful, conscious desire on the part of an individual or group to hurt, threaten or 

frighten someone through sustained and ongoing intimidation.’ 

As a school we make every effort to prevent bullying from occurring by promoting and developing a school ethos 

in which bullying and discrimination is regarded as unacceptable. Furthermore, when incidents do occur we aim 

to respond in a swift and timely manner. 

 

 

Strategies we use to try to prevent bullying 

include: 

o Providing an environment which is 

secure, caring and enhances pupil’s 

self-esteem and where they are 

listened to 

 

o Appropriate supervision and 

monitoring 

 

 

o Our School Code of Conduct 

 

o Our curriculum (and in particular PSHEE 

lessons) 

 

o Assemblies, workshops and themed 

weeks which teach the children about 

different aspects of bullying, for 

example cyber-bullying 

 

o Providing children with ample 

opportunities and encouraging them to 

share any worries. Additional 

opportunities include drop-in sessions 

and the green boxes where children 

can put their name if they wish to 

discuss any worries 

What happens when a child reports a case of 

alleged bullying? 

 

o Children should report any incidents of 

alleged bullying to a member of staff  

o Class teachers will liaise with the 

Deputy Head (Pastoral) and/or 

Headteacher, parents and the 

Safeguarding Leads (if necessary) 

o Victims of bullying will receive support 

(which may include counselling) 

o Sanctions may be imposed on the 

perpetrator and we will endeavour to 

help them to change their  future 

behaviour 

o Records are kept of any bullying 

behaviour 

o In cases where a child is repeatedly 

involved in bullying other children the 

Headteacher will be informed and the 

child’s parents will be invited in to 

discuss the situation 

o In extreme cases outside support 

agencies may be contacted 

The Role of Parents 

Parents who are concerned that their child might be a victim of bullying of any kind (whether at or outside 

school), or who suspect that their child may be the perpetrator of bullying should contact their child’s 

teacher immediately.   

Useful information and guidance can be found at: www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/child-abuse-and-

neglect/bullying-and-cyberbullying/ 

 

(The full Anti-Bullying and Anti-Discrimination 

Policy is available on the school’s website and 

on request) 


